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A COMPARISON OF THE CURRICULA OF ENGLISH PHILOLOGY
DEPARTMENTS IN KAZAKHSTAN AND TURKEY

Abstract. English philology students make up one of the essential segments of the
whole university student population both in Kazakhstan and Turkey. Apart from the
possibility of continuing their graduate education in philology departments or working as
teachers in state or private schools, numerous English philology graduates find jobs in the
business world. Today, because growing foreign businesses and even state-owned offices
need various documents to be translated while various spoken and written contexts need
speakers and writers of English, these new graduates can and do fill a critical gap in such
areas. In both countries, these realities add to the need for educating English language
speakers as proficient users of English. Hence, the aim of this paper is to have a closer look
at the curricula used in English philology departments in both countries to suggest some
ideas to improve the content of the curricula. Suggestions that emerge from this
comparison, in relation to the qualities of novice graduates as expected by the business
world, will shed light on how future curriculum changes will help to fill the gap between
the givens of the curricula and the needs of the external world.

Keywords: philology, university, humanities, English language and literature,
department.

Introduction. In his discussion on the place of English departments in the
USA, Parker (1967) underlines that the concept of English departments has been
problematic and argues that even in England and the USA, such departments under
the name of English have changed their characters many times in the brief century
of their existence (351). Although such discussions on the place of English
language and literature departments have already taken place in countries where
English is the mother tongue or official language of the over-ruling majority of
society, a similar portrait can be seen in Kazakhstan and Turkey, where the need
for English language speakers is continuously growing.

Because “higher education is a key economic and social driver” that expands
one country’s output, “countries are engaging in postsecondary reforms aimed at
expanding access, improving educational quality, and ensuring financial
responsibility and sustainability” (Hartley and friends, 2016, 278). In today’s
business world, knowledge of English appears to be of utmost importance,
especially when finding a job is considered. Both Kazakhstan and Turkey are
similar in that they continuously update their educational materials and curricula
while having a heterogeneous composition of students. Likewise, both countries
have strictly centralized systems that decide on what to be taught and when
suggesting that curricula at all levels are framed by means of centralized entities.

The first academic department concentrating on English philology operating
at a Turkish university was founded in 1933 as a part of widespread educational
reforms. As stated by Tapan and Kuruyazici (2020), in Istanbul University, the first
department on English philology, as a part of a larger Western Philology unit,
became a part of Turkey’s new university system. The establishment of similar
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philology departments followed this introduction opened at Ankara University’s
Language, History, and Geography Faculty, and since then, various departments
have been established offering BA, MA, and Ph.D. level degrees in English Studies
under a variety of names, including English Language and Literature or English
Culture and Literature.

“In recent decades, the English language has become an asset as the
language of technology, commerce, education, entertainment, science, tourism, and
the Internet” (Paola Diaz & Arikan, 2016, 155). As the importance of the
knowledge of the English language becomes more obvious, the pressing need for
attaining such knowledge becomes fundamentally important. To meet this need,
English philology departments remain as the single most significant resource for
various countries mainly because the graduates of these departments withhold only
one single quality in their repertoire of qualities, that is their high command of
English. This need for English language teachers is visible in both countries, where
the serious shortage of English language teachers was deeply felt in Kazakhstan in
2002 (see Fierman, 2006). Similar shortages were also observed severely in the
1950s and then in the 1990s in Turkey (see Ozdemir, 2012).

Considering these departments’ student output, many English language
speakers find jobs as teachers of English or as translators upon graduation. In
contrast, many others work in the tourism sector mainly because “one of the most
important parts of ensuring the sustainability of customer satisfaction and loyalty is
personnel and customer communication” (Arikan & Yiicel, 2019, 658). Arikan and
Yiicel (2019) further note that when the case of the staff working in various hotels
in Antalya is considered, almost all personnel recognize the fundamental
importance of proficiency in foreign languages, especially in English. Likewise,
the case of the English language and literature departments in Kazakhstan portray a
similar picture in that almost all graduates of the program become English
language teachers all around the country. Hence, in both programs, almost all
graduates become English language teachers while they may continue to take part
in various graduate degree programs.

Having considered the importance of the English language in both countries
and the importance of English philology departments that cater for the staff needs
of the growing business enterprises, this study aims to compare the university level
curricula used in two philology departments in Kazakhstan and Turkey in a way to
suggest some changes such as offering additional courses or replacing some with
some others. However, because all curricula in Kazakhstan are decided by the
centralized government, which yields no chance to the philology department to
change the compulsory courses in Kazakhstan, suggestions for this specific
program focus on the delivery of the course content as well.

Methods. In this qualitative study, the comparative methodology was
employed in tandem with the document analysis. As Greatorex et al. (2019) argue,
documentary evidence plays a critical role in comparing two or more curricula.
Additionally, documents provide insightful accounts about the phenomenon in
question as they are recorded without the researcher’s intervention (Bowen, 2009),
and they also help the researcher reveal new meanings, deepen understanding and
discover insights relevant to the research problem (Merriam, 1988, 118). From this
standpoint, document analysis was employed to understand the nature of the data;
the two curricula used in the countries mentioned (see the Appendices). First,
tables were prepared to understand the coursework that needed to be completed by
the students. This tabulated data, then, was used to find the similarities and
differences between the two curricula. Finally, by commenting on the differences
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and similarities, the researchers suggested ways to improve their curricula. A
sample curriculum used in a Turkish state university is given in Appendix A, while
the one that is used in its Kazakhstani counterpart is given in Appendix B.

Findings. In the Turkish university, students must take a total of 240 credits
to graduate. The curriculum consists of compulsory and elective courses, and the
curriculum used in the English philology department in Turkey has the following
features:

1.Students’ first year prepares them for literature courses that require
extensive knowledge of the English language. Therefore, compulsory courses such
as Academic Reading and Writing, Syntax and Semantics, and Listening and
Pronunciation aim to prepare these students’ upcoming courses that require higher-
order skills so that such course content can be manageable.

2.In the first year, students are also taught two courses titled “Introduction to
Cultural Studies I” and “Introduction to Cultural Studies II. “The existence of these
courses suggests that students’ comprehension of the cultural content of the
upcoming years’ curricular work is facilitated by means of teaching them the
fundamental terminology of cultural studies.

3.Again, in the first year, Short Story and Novel Analysis and Poetry and
Drama Analysis courses are given as pillow courses that give the students the basic
terminology that they can use while studying the course content awaiting in the
upcoming years.

4.The compulsory courses offered in the second year are Mythology | and I,
History of British Culture | and Il, and Survey of English Literature | and Il. These
courses continue to prepare students for the upcoming literature courses in which
textual analysis is to be performed. Hence, the first- and second-year courses can
be considered a time period during which students increase their knowledge of the
English language and cultural terms and discussions. Such a curricular perspective
premises that understanding literary and cultural texts and performing textual
analysis cannot be possible unless the students are made ready for such activities.

5.The third and fourth years are the time periods for students during which
they are exposed to literary texts in the English language. Students take
compulsory courses that enable them to read and analyze texts written in the genres
of short story, drama, novel, and poetry. Students also read Shakespeare’s poetry
and prose work in their fourth year.

6.In their fourth year, students take two courses on literary criticism and
theory. This may suggest that this course is considered one of the most challenging
courses with which students must tackle because of its abstract content that does
not depend on reading and analysis of texts but requires knowledge of lengthy
discussions on criticism from a historical perspective.

7.Finally, students take a course on the history of American literature and
another one on the history of American literature. These are the only two
compulsory courses on American studies.

8. A review of the elective courses in the curriculum suggests that students
are free to concentrate on the literary or cultural aspects of the degree program or
can even develop themselves towards working as English language teachers.
Hence, all of these elective courses are designed to be categorized under one of the
following streams, namely, cultural studies, literature, and pedagogy.

In the Kazakhstani university, students must take a total of 260 credits to
graduate. The curriculum consists of compulsory and elective courses, and the
curriculum used in the English philology department in the Kazakhstani university
has the following features:
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1.First-year students study Basics of English, such as Basic English B1 level,
Foreign language 1, Practical Grammar. These are compulsory Courses. At school,
students have a basic English A-level. In addition, they also study courses related
to humanties and technology, such as Computer Sciences, History of Kazakhstan,
Kazakh/Russian language and art etc.

2. In the first year course also the students begin their study from the English
Grammar in order to build their speech correctly. In this meaning, they hold the
Grammar according to the program in the textbook by the author V. D. Arakin. The
existence of these courses suggests that students’ comprehension of the content of
the upcoming years’ curricular work is facilitated by means of teaching them the
fundamental terminology of grammar and phonetics studies.

3.From the beginning, students study theoretical courses such as Country
Study, Fundamentals of Language Theories, etc. This year they also begin studying
literatures through a course called Home Reading. It means that they take any
literary book — read them, analyze it taking into account the lexis of the texts.
These courses are given as pillow courses that give the students the basic
terminology that they can use while studying the course content awaiting in the
upcoming years.

4.The compulsory courses as Basic English, Basic English Language B2,
Basic English Language C1-1, Basic English Language C1-2 are offered each year.
These courses continue to prepare students for the upcoming literature courses in
which textual analysis is performed. So, the first- and second-year courses can be
considered a time period during which students increase their knowledge of the
English language and discussions. Such a curricular perspective premises that
understanding literary and cultural texts and performing textual analysis cannot be
possible unless the students are made ready for such activities. These courses bring
them to study such courses as Language for Academic Purposes and Interpretation
of Literary Texts.

5.In the fourth year, students take Creative Writing as a preparation for
writing essays or for preparing themselves for IELTS tests. Students are exposed to
literary texts in the English language. Students take compulsory courses such as
Stylistics for analyzing the texts, which enable them to read and analyze texts
written in the genres of short story, drama, novel, and poetry.

A review of the elective courses in the curriculum suggests that students are
free to choose one of these courses in order to concentrate on the literary or cultural
aspects as the direction is Literary, or they can even develop themselves towards
working as English language teachers. Besides below, after the tables are given the
pre-requisites, such courses are designed in the curriculum for those who want to
transfer from other specialties. They pass these courses for about one month and
after that take exams according to the credits.

Discussion and Conclusion. It must be expected that universities must
prepare their students for their professional needs as these graduates will have to
work in fields in which they must possess certain skills to perform well in their
jobs. Although almost all of the graduates of both departments become English
language teachers, the Turkish curriculum lacks a compulsory course that
introduces teachers to the field of teaching. However, the Kazakhstani curriculum
has compulsory courses on teaching methods. When the professional preparation of
these students, who mostly become teachers, is considered, having compulsory
courses on teaching methods appears to be a strength of the curriculum, which is
lacking in the Turkish curriculum.
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Appendix A
The Curriculum of an English Philology Department in Turkey
First Year/ First Semester/ Courses Status ECTS
Academic Reading and Writing | Comp. 5
Syntax and Semantics | Comp. 3
Listening and Pronunciation Comp. 3
Introduction to Cultural Studies I Comp. 5
Short Story and Novel Analysis Comp. 6
Turkish Language | Comp. 2
Atatiirk’s Principles and History of Revolution I Comp. 2
First Year/ Second Semester/ Courses Status ECTS
Academic Reading and Writing |1 Comp. 5
Syntax and Semantics 11 Comp. 3
Listening and Speaking Comp. 3
Introduction to Cultural Studies |1 Comp. 4
Poetry and Drama Analysis Comp. 5
Turkish Language 11 Comp. 2
Atatiirk’s Principles and History of Revolution II Comp. 2
Career Planning Comp. 2
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Second Year/ Third Semester Courses Status ECTS
Mythology | Comp. 6
History of British Culture | Comp. 6
Survey of English Literature | Comp. 6

12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN

BY STUDENTS
Second Year/ Fourth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Mythology 11 Comp. 6
History of British Culture I Comp. 6
Survey of English Literature |1 Comp. 6

12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN

BY STUDENTS
Third Year/ Fifth Semester Courses Status ECTS
British Short Story Comp. 6
British Novel | Comp. 6
British Drama | Comp. 6

12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN

BY STUDENTS
Third Year/ Sixth Semester Courses Status ECTS
British Poetry Comp. 6
British Novel I Comp. 6
British Drama Il Comp. 6

12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN

BY STUDENTS
Fourth Year/ Seventh Semester Courses Status ECTS
Literary Criticism | Comp. 6
Shakespeare: His Time and Poems Comp. 6
History of American Culture Comp. 6
12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN
BY STUDENTS
Fourth Year/ Eighth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Literary Criticism Il Comp. 6
Shakespeare: Drama and Staging Comp. 6
History of American Literature Comp. 6

12 (ECTS) CREDITS FROM ELECTIVE COURSES MUST BE TAKEN
BY STUDENTS

A sample of elective courses: Literature and Music, Selections from World Literature,
Introduction to Children’s Literature, Art History, Teaching of Culture, Renaissance Art
and Literature, Sociology of Literature, Literary Translation, British History, American
History, Teaching Language Skills, American Poetry, etc.

68



Dulaty University Xaéapuisicor
ISSN 2788-4724 Becmuux Dulaty University
Bulletin of the Dulaty University

2021, Ne4

Appendix B

The Curriculum of an English Philology Department in Kazakhstan

First Year/ First Semester Courses Status ECTS
Harmonization of the Educational Environment and

the Learner Comp. 5
Foreign Language 1 Comp. 5
Kazakh (Russian) Language 1 Comp. 5
Information and Communication Technologies Comp. 5
Practical Grammar of English Language Comp. 5
Basic English Language B1 Comp. 5
Physical Education Comp. 2
First Year/ Second Semester Courses Status ECTS
Foreign Language 2 Comp. 5
Kazakh (Russian) Language 2 Comp. 5
Educational Practice Comp. 2
Basic English Language in the Context of

Intercultural Communication Comp. 5
Phonetics of the English Language Comp. 5
Oral Speech Practice Comp. 5
Physical Education Comp. 2
Second Year/ Third Semester Courses Status ECTS
Philosophy Comp. 5
SPK2 (Political, Cultural) Comp. 4
Business English Language Comp. 4
Basic English Language B2-1 Comp. 5
Home Reading Comp. 3
Interpretation of English Literature Comp. 3
Fundamentals of Language Theory Comp. 5
Country Study Comp. 4
Second Year/ Fourth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Spiritual Succession (from Al-Farabi to Hakim Abay) Comp. 3
SPK1 (Sociology, Psychology) Comp. 4
Second Foreign Language Al Comp. 5
Basic English Language B2-2 Comp. 5
Pedagogical Practice 1 Comp. 4
Sociopolitical Lexis Comp. 4
Third Year/ Fifth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Applied Economics Comp. 3
Climate Change and "Green" Economy Comp. 3
Theoretical Grammar of the English Language Comp. 5
Basic Second Foreign Language A2 Comp. 5
Basic English Language C1-1 Comp. 5
Lexicology of the English Language Comp. 5
Third Year/ Sixth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Organizing Distance Learning: Tools and Comp. 5

Technologies
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Business Law Comp. 3
Foundations of Life Safety Comp. 3
Basic Second Foreign Language B1 Comp. 3
Basic English Language C1-2 Comp. 4
Stylistics of the English Language Comp. 4
Professionally- Oriented Methods of Teaching a Comp. 5
Foreign Language

Pedagogical Practice 2 Comp. 4
English for Media Literacy Comp. 3
Fourth Year/ Seventh Semester Courses Status ECTS
Fundam(_entals'o_f Research, Commercialization and Comp. 4
Academic Writing

Skills Management Comp. 4
Entrepreneurial Business Comp. 4
Second Foreign Language B2 Comp. 4
Lexicology of the English Language Comp. 5
Developing Creative Writing Skills in English Comp. 4
Literature of Great Britain Comp. 3
Stylistics of the English Language Comp. 4
Language for Academic Purposes Comp. 3
Fourth Year/ Eighth Semester Courses Status ECTS
Basic English Language C 2 Comp. 5
Stylistic Analysis of a Literary Text Comp. 5
Annotation and Referencing Scientific Work Comp. 4
Pre-graduation Internship (Field Practice 3) Comp. 4
Writing and Defen(_jing a Thesis (Project) or Comp. 12
Preparing and Passing Two Comprehensive Exams

A sample of elective courses: Professional Applications of Specialty, Analysis of Literary
Text, Linguistic Typology and Language Universals, Literature of the Studied Country,
Languages from the Beginning.

Pre-requisites: Basic English in the Context of Intercultural Communication, Practical
Grammar of the English Language, Basic English B1, Basic English B2, Second Foreign
Language A1, Basic English Phonetics, Social-political lexis.

Material received 02.12.21.
M.T. 3op6a’, I'.A. 3amuwesa?, B. PaxbimbeKkosa’

1AKOeHu3 yHusepcumemi, AHmanos, TypKua
’M.X.[ynamu ameiHOassl Tapas eHipik yHusepcumemi, Tapas, Kasakcmax

KA3AKCTAH YKOHE TYPKUALAFbI AFbIILLIbIH ®UIONOTUACHI BONIMIHAET OKY
BAFAAP/IAMA/APBIHBIH, APACBIHAAFbI AMbIPMALLBIbIKTAP

AHHOTauMA. AfblWbIH  TiNiHIH, dunonor cTyaeHTTepi KasakcTaHOarbl KoHe
TypKuagarbl yHUBEPCUTETTEPAiIH, BapAablK CTYAEHTTIK TYpPFblHAAPbIHbIH, MaHbI3abl 6eniriH
Kypavapl. Xofapbl 6inimiH  dunonorma  dakynbTeTTEpiHAE KanFacTblpy Hemece
MEMIEKETTIK HEMECE XKeKe MeKTenTepAe OKbITylWbl 6ONbIN }KYMbIC icTey MyMKiHAirimeH
KaTap, afbliWblH GUIONOTUACKIHBIH, KBNTEreH TyNeKTepi icKkepnik anemae Xymbic Tabaabl.
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ByriHri TaH4a@ AaMbIn Kese aTKaH WeTengik BUsHec aHe TinTi MeMNeKeTTiK mekemenep
SPTYPANI KyKaTTapabl ayfapyabl KaXkeT eTeTiHAIKTEH, ap TypAi aybi3la KaHe Kasbalwa
KOHTEKCTe afblNWbIH TiNiHAE COMNEWTIHAEP MeH Kasywbliap KaxeT 6onca, 6yn kaHa
TYNIeKTep OCblHAAM cananapzafbl MaHbI3Abl Tancblpmanapabl opbliHAal anagpl. Eki enge
Ae 6yN WbIHAbIK afbINWbIH TiliH TaXKipMbeni KonaaHywbliap PETIHAE OKbITY KaXKeTTiniriH
KywenTeni. [lemek, OCbl MaKafiaHblH MaKcaTbl eKi engeri afblnwblH GUAONOTMACHIHbIH,
dakynbTeTTEPIHAE KONAAHbINATBIH OKY DaFfaapaamanapblH erKen-Ternkenni sepaeney, oKy
6afpapramanapbliHbiH, Ma3MyHbIH XKaKcapTy 6OMbIHWA Kenbip naeanapabl yCbiHy 60abIn
Tabblnagbl. OCbl CanbICTbIPYAbIH, HITUXKECIHAEe Nnanga 60naTbiH YCbiHbICTap 6M3HeC anemi
KYTKEH  KaHafJaH Ke/areH  TyNeKkTep4iH  canmacblHa — KaTbicTel  Gonawak, oKy
YKOCnapnapblHAAFbl ©3repicTep OKy Xocnapaapbl MeH CbIPTKbl N1EMHIH, KaXKeTTifliKTepiHe
yKayan 6epe anaasl.

Tipek ce3aep: punon0rna, yHMBEPCUTET, TYMAHUTAP/IbIK FblAbIMAAP, AFbIALWbIH Tii
KoHe aaebueTi, Kadeapa.

M.I. 3op6al, IA. 3amunwesa?, B. Paxbimbekosa?

1YHusepcumem AkdeHus, AHmanos, Typuus
2Tapasckull pe2uoHanbHebill yHUsepcumem umerHu M.X.[ynamu, Tapas, KazaxcmaH

PA3/IN4MA MEXAY YYEBHBIMU NPOrPAMMAMM OTAE/IEHUA AHT/IMACKOW
®UNO0NOTNUN B KASAXCTAHE U TYPLUUN

AHHOTaumAa. CTyaeHTbl-UA0NOTM aHTIMMCKOTrO A3bIKa COCTABAAIOT 3HAUYUTE/NbHYIO
YyacTb BCEro CTyAeH4YecKoro HaceneHua yHusepcutetoB KasaxctaHa u Typuuu. Momumo
BO3MOYKHOCTM NPOAO/IKUTL CBOE Bbicllee obpa3oBaHMe Ha duaonormyeckmux bakynabretax
unu paboTtaTb npenofasBaTenem B TOCYAAPCTBEHHbLIX MM YACTHbIX LWKOAX, MHOrue
BbINMYCKHUKM aHMIMACKON ¢unonormm HaxoasaTt paboty B genosom mupe. [OCKONbKY
CerogHsA pasBMBAOWMIACA MHOCTPAHHbLIA BU3HEC U AaXKe rocyAapCTBEHHbIE yypexaeHun
TpebyloT nepeBosa Pas/IMYHbIX AOKYMEHTOB, 3TU HOBbIE BbIMYCKHWKM MOTYT BbIMOJHATb
BaKHble 3aJa4M B TaKMX 06NACTAX, €CIM UM HYXKHbl HOCUTENU aHIZIMUCKOro A3blKa W
nucaTenn B Pas3/IMYHbBIX YCTHbIX W MUCbMEHHbIX KOHTEKCTax. B obeux cTpaHax 3Ta
pPeanbHOCTb YCMANBAET HEOHXOAMMOCTb NPenoAaBaHNA aHIIMNCKOro A3bIKA KaK OMbITHbIX
nonb3osaTtenen. CnegoBaTenbHO, LENblo AAaHHOW CTaTbM ABAAETCA AeTalbHOe U3yyeHue
y4ebHbIX MPOrpaMm, MCMO/b3yeMbiX Ha ¢aKynbTeTax aHrMIACKOW dunonormm B obemnx
CTpaHax, npeACTaB/feHMEe HEKOTOPbIX MAer Mo YAyyleHUIo coaepKaHusa ydebHbIX
nporpamm. [peanoKeHWs, KOTOpble TMOABAATCA B pe3y/ibTaTe 3TOr0 CpPaBHeHWs
M3MeHeHus B 6yaywux yyebHbIX MAaHaX OTHOCUTENbHO KayecTBa HauyMHaoLWMX
BbIMYCKHWUKOB, KOTOPbIX OXMAAET BU3HEC-MUP, MOTYT OTBEYaTb NOTPEOHOCTAM B y4ebHbIX
NAaHaxX U BHELWHEM MUpe.

KntoueBble cnoBa: ¢puionorus, yHUBEPCUTET, T'YMaHUTAPHbIE HAYKW, aHFNNCKUIA
A3bIK U IUTepaTypa, Kadeapa.
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